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Climate Change, Sustainable 
Development and Investors

More Risks              More Opportunities,

through better governance
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Climate impacts

Source: NASA
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Risky times
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Climate change is……

-amplifying existing risks to assets (storm intensity, 
drought)

-causing new risks to ecosystems and assets (ocean 
acidification, sea level rise)

-making more communities vulnerable, unequally

-causing potentially irreversible changes

-disturbing supply chains and business models

-prompting new policies, regulation and governance

-reducing the value of climate-unfriendly assets
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Paris Agreement –global 
commitment to low-carbon climate 
resilient economies

(a) 2°C /1.5°C  (Art 1, Para 1.a).) target

(b) Improving adaptation capacity, climate 
resilience and development (Art 2, Para 1. 
b).)

(c) Making finance flows consistent with 
these goals (Art 2, Para 1.c).)
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The Paris Agreement & shifting the 
trillions…

$100 billion 
mobilised

Shifting 
investment 

patterns
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Broad consensus:  
Transformation is needed AND 

possible

Paris Agreement on 
Climate Action is 

“irreversible”

Providing means of 
implementation 

– notably climate finance 
is key

Mobilizing investment 
through 

strategic use of public 
resources

G19  - Hamburg
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Response: climate change policy,  law and 
regulation

20 fold increase 
since 1998

Progressive action 
from developing 
countries – focus 
on resilience

The Number of Climate Laws and Policies passed around the world, as at March 2018
Source: LSE Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment, 2018
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Response: financial system 
resilience
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• UNEP Finance Imitative 1991: link with commercial 
banks to set principles

• Understanding through reporting 
• GRI since 1997 : standards applied worldwide

• Public disclosure 
• Carbon Disclosure Project,  now includes water and forests

• Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures 
• 2015 by FSB to reveal climate risks to investors

• Carney and Bloomberg driving 

• And many more

Transparency
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Source: Climate Action in Financial Institutions Initiative

Response: Central Banks Network
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Response: Securities Commissions 
too
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Response: Consequential global trends

Financial 
innovation

Political and 
governance 

Sector 
shifts
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• Source
: 
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Response: renewables

Global levelized cost of electricity from RE Generation, 2010-2017
Source: IRENA Renewables Cost Database, 2017
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Response: more renewables
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Response: Green bonds

Annual green bond issuance by bond/issues type
Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Response: more green bonds
25/10/19Climate Change, Sustainable Development and Investors19



www.gwp.org20/xx Climate Change, Sustainable Development and Investors25/10/2019

Climate finance flows
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2019: a crowded agenda
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Response: Imperatives for developing 
countries  

•Aligning development pathways to climate objectives

 Mitigating risk, addressing market  failures, correcting policies, 
providing incentives, opportunities to leap-frog

 Scaling up adaptation efforts, addressing diverse and context 
specific needs
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Adaptation in Paris Agreement
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Water: the first casualty
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Water intensity, timing, quantity, 
temperature all change
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A multi-stakeholder action network and intergovernmental 
organization dedicated to working with countries towards the 
equitable, sustainable, and efficient management of water resources. 

3,000+ partner organizations in over 180 countries, 65+ Country Water 
Partnerships, and 13 Regional Water Partnerships convene and broker 
coordinated action by government and non-government actors. 

A long-time advocate for integrated water resources management, we 
draw on implementation experience at the local level and link it across 
our Network and to global development agendas.

Getting the 
governance right: 
GLOBAL 
WATER PARTNERSHIP
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• Effective governance
Managing water equitably

• Water security and economic growth 
Water investments lead to economic growth

OUR MISSION
To advance governance and 
management of water resources for 
sustainable and equitable 
development 
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Our reach

We comprise 3,000+ partner 
organisations in over 180 
countries, influencing change 
from local to global levels.

Our knowledge

We draw on 
implementation 
experience at the local 
level and link it across 
our Network and to 
global development 
agendas.

Our network

65+ Country Water 
Partnerships 
and 13 Regional Water 
Partnerships convene and 
broker coordinated action of 
government and non-
governmental actors.

OUR UNIQUE VALUE 
PROPOSITION
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• Astride typhoon belt, usually affected by 15 and struck by five 
to six cyclonic storms each year

• tsunamis

• Uncontrolled deforestation especially in watershed areas

• Air and water pollution in major urban centers

• Coral reef degradation

• Increasing pollution of coastal mangrove swamps that are 
important fish breeding grounds

• Landslides

• Destructive earthquakes

Philippines Water Partnership – key 
issues
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A Network of Partners

• Advocating, facilitating, and supporting 
change processes for sustainable water 
management.

• A neutral platform for multi-stakeholder 
dialogue at global, national, and local levels 
that connects water resources planning and 
operations.

• Contributing technical knowledge and 
building capacity for improving water 
management.
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THE URGENCY



www.gwp.org32/xx Climate Change, Sustainable Development and Investors25/10/2019

OUR AMBITION
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ANCHOR AREAS

Foster coordination on 
water across the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Value water for 
development

Leverage the SDG target 6.5 
on integrated water 
resources management     

300+ water-related 

policies, laws, institutional 

arrangements, and related 

management instruments 
incorporating IWRM principles 

adopted at regional, national, 

and local levels.

80+ investment plans and 

budget commitments 
associated with policies, plans, 

and strategies that integrate 

water secure development.

SUCCESS 
WILL BE…
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Advance national 
adaptation planning

Facilitate access 
to climate finance

Support integrated 
resilience planning, 
including for water 
infrastructure   

ANCHOR AREAS

30+ countries access 

climate finance
to implement water-informed 

National Adaptation Plans and 

integrated flood and drought 

management policies and 

measures.

Investments of more than 

€1 billion 
directly supported in climate-

resilient water management 

and infrastructure founded on 

robust, inclusive, and 

effective water governance 

systems.

SUCCESS 
WILL BE…



www.gwp.org35/xx Climate Change, Sustainable Development and Investors25/10/2019

SUCCESS 
WILL BE…

SUCCESS 
WILL BE…

SUCCESS 
WILL BE…

20+ initiatives with private sector actors 
to mobilise investment, reduce impacts on water 

by key industries, and promote innovation and 

entrepreneurship.

20+ countries implement 
development plans, strategies, and formal 

commitments that aim to contribute to gender 

inclusion and/or equality through water secure 

development. 

20+ youth-centric initiatives 
that mobilise youth to engage with water 

management and governance processes and 

systems and to participate in decision making.

ACROSS ANCHOR AREAS
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Participatory Approach

Water development and management should 
be based on a participatory approach involving 
users, planners, and policy makers at all levels.

Dublin-Rio Principle No. 2
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Women’s 
Central Role

Women play a central part 
in the provision, 
management, and 
safeguarding of water.

Dublin-Rio Principle No.3
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Economic and 
Social Good

Water is a public good
and has a social and 
economic value in all its
competing uses.

Dublin-Rio Principle No. 4
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Ecosystem 
Sustainability

Water is a natural resource
and should be recognised
as an integral part of the 
ecosystem.

Dublin-Rio Principle No. 5
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Future Investment

• Source: Visual capitalist
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Howard Bamsey
Chair

Global Water Partnership (GWP)
Linnégatan 87D, Stockholm

Sweden
+61411267101

Skype: hbamsey
www.gwp.org, www.gwptoolbox.org

Follow GWP on Twitter
Find us on Facebook

Subscribe to GWP NewsFlow

http://www.gwp.org/
http://www.gwptoolbox.org/
http://twitter.com/GWPnews
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Water-Partnership/161665000537800?v=wall
http://www.gwp.org/en/About/more/Subscribe-to-NewsFlow/Sign-up-to-Newsflow/

